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Rapakivi granites in the southern Death Valley region, California, include the 12.4-Ma granite of 
Kingston Peak, the ca. 10.6-Ma Little Chief stock, and the 9.8-Ma Shoshone pluton. All of these 
granitic rocks are texturally zoned from a porphyritic rim facies, characterized by rapakivi 
textures and miarolitic cavities, to an equigranular aplite core. These granites crystallized from 
anhydrous and peraluminous to metaluminous magmas that were more oxidized and less alkalic 
than type rapakivi granites from southern Finland. Chemical and isotope (Nd—Sr—Pb) data 
suggest that rapakivi granites of the southern Death Valley region were derived by partial melting 
of lower crustal rocks (possibly including Mesozoic plutonic component) with some mantle input 
as well; they were emplaced at shallow crustal levels (4 km) in an actively extending orogen. 
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